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Australia's growth rate of 1.66% is higher than most 
comparable countries (see table at back of these notes). 
The net reproduction rate has been in dramatic decline 
since 1970. It fell from 1.4 in 1970 to below 1 in 
1976. It fell to 0.91 i.n 1980 and started to rise again 
in 1981, expecting to rise to 0.96 in 1984 then decline 
to 0.91 by 1987 and remain constant thereafter. 
Numbers of births have risen in the past three years 
(not a long-term trend). 
Death rates at nearly all ages have been declining since 
the 1960s. 
The main,factor in long-term population increase is 
migration. There were 119,000 immigrants in 1981-2, 
compared with 52,000 in 1975-6. 
While NSW and Victoria have traditionally attracted the 
majority of new arrivals (over 60%), their share is 
declining and that of W.A. is increasing. In 1979-80 
10.6% of immigrants came to W.A. In 1981-2 the proportion 
had risen dramatically to 15%. Most are from the U.K. and 
Ireland. 
In 1981-2 Western Australia displaced South Australia as 
the fourth most populous State. This is the only change 
in rank order since Federation.Population growth rates 
across Australia are quite uneven, with Queensland and 
Western Australia having the highest growth rates among 
the States. Queensland tops the poll on interstate 
migration, while W.A. has the highest international 
migration'and is the State with the highest rate of 
natural increase. 
2. 
Rates of population growth by State and Territory, 1981-82 
Net 
Net intu- Total 
Natural intastate national population 
increau migration migration growth 
New South Wale~ 0.78 -0.37 0.90 1.30 
Victoria 0.77 ·-0.35 0.75 I. I 7 
Queensland 0.94 1.57 0.72 3.23 
South Australia 0.70 -0.40 0.62 0.91 
Western Australia 1.08 0.26 1.33 2.67 
Tasmania 0.88 -0.41 0.20 0.67 
Northern Territory 1.91 0.87 0.93 3.71 
Australian Capital Territory 1.46 -0.48 0.45 1.43 
l\ustralia 0.84 0.82 1.66 
Source: Auslralian Bureau ofSl!llislics. Au,tralian DemoiraphicStati<tic.r Quartrrly. June /9/1] 
Between 1976 and 1981 there has been a slight move from urban 
to rural. The difference between urban and rural in W.A. 
however has continued to increase. 
Percentage of State and Territory populations in urban and rural areas, 1961-81 
YearN.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. A.CT 
Urban 1961 85.1 84.8 75.9 78.8 73.2 70.4 39.5 95.9 
1966 86.4 85.5 76.4 82.4 75.7 70.3 53.4 96.1 
1971 88.6 87.8 79.4 84.6 81.5 74.2 64.1 97.8 
1976 88.7 87.8 80.2 84.9 83.5 74.9 66.4 98.4 
1981 88.1 88.0 79.2 84.8 84.3 75.2 74.2 99.0 
Rural 1961 14.9 15.2 24.1 21.2 26.8 29.6 60.5 4.1 
1966 13.6 14.5 23.6 17.6 24.3 29.7 46.6 3.9 
1971 11.4 12.3 20.6 15.4 18.5 25.8 35.9 2.2 
1976 11.3 12.2 19.8 15.1 16.5 25.1 33.6 1.6'. 
1981 11.9 12.0 20.8 15.2 I 5.7 24.8 25.8 1.0 
Source: Calculaled from Auslrnlian Bureau ofS1a1istics. Cemus of Population and Housing. 
Because of declining numbers of births in the 1970s there 
has been a decrease in the proportion of the population in 













There has been an increase in the proportion aged 65 and 
over. In 1981, 9.7% of the population was aged 65 and 
over compared with 8.3% in 1971. Australia's population 
is not ageing rapidly. Most countries in Europe today 
have higher proportions aged 65 and over than Australia 
is projected to have even by .the year 2021. 
The population structure within the over 65 population 
is changing rapidly. Whereas today, of those aged 65 
and over, 36% are aged 75 or over, by 2021 of those 
aged 65 and over, 47% will be aged 75 and over. As age 
increases so too does the proportion of females. 
Age structure will develop quite differently around the 
States. 
At the 1981 Census 1. 1% of Australia's population 
described themselves as Aboriginal (159,900 people), 
compared with 0.8% in 1971. The annual average growth 
rate is 3.2%, more than double the national average. 
This is due to high fertility and a younger age 
structure. Higher levels of fertility and mortality 
result in a very different age pyramid for the Aboriginal 
population. 41.3% of Aboriginals are under 15, 9.2% are 
over 50, corresponding Australia wide proportions are 
25. 1% and 24. 1%. In 1981 the Aboriginal~TSI population 
was distributed as follows, Q'ld 28.0%, NSW 22. 1%, 
W.A. 19.6%, N.T. 18.2%. In no State does the Aboriginal 
population exceed 3% of the total. In the N.T. it is 24%. 
Between 1971 and 1981 the percentage of the population who 
had never married decreased from 50.0 to 48.7 (males) and 
44.6 to 41.7 (females). Now marrieds remained stable, 
and separated and divorced increased from 2.3 to 4.2 
(males) and 2.4 to 5.2 (females). Proportions widowed 
increased for women (8. 1 to 8.4)and decreased slightly 
for men (2.0 to 1.9). 
Demographic statistics for selected countries (a) 
Population Crude 
Population growth birth 
/millions) (percent) rate(b) 
Australia 15.2 1.7 16 
Canada 24.4 I.I 16 
China 1000.0 1.4 22 
East Germany 16.7 0.0 15 
Greece 9.8 1.0 16 
India 713.8 1.9 35 
Indonesia I 51.3 1.7 34 
Italy 57.4 0.2 11 
Japan 118.6 0.7 14 
Malaysia 14.7 2.4 30 
New Zealand 3. l l.O 17 
Romania 22.6 0.9 19 
Singapore 2.5 1.1 17 
Sweden 8.3 0.2 12 
United Kingdom 56.1 0.0 14 
U.S.A. 232.0 1.0 16 
U.S.S.R. 270.0 0.7 18 
West Germany 61.7 0.2 10 
\a) In general statistics arc for I 981 and I 982. For Australia statistics arc. in the main, for I 981-82. 
(bl Annual number or births per I 000 population. 
Total Crude Ltje 
fertility death expectancy 
rare(c) rate(d) /years/ 
1.9 7 75 
l.9 9 74 
2.8 7 65 
1.9 14 72 
2.J 9 73 
5.3 15 49 
4.7 16 48 
1.7 10 73 
1.8 6 76 
4.4 7 63 
2. l 8 73 
2.5 10 70 
1.8 5 71 
! .7 11 75 
1.9 12 73 
l.9 9 74 
2.3 10 69 
1.5 12 7~ 
( c) The number of children a woman would bear during her lifetime if throughout that period she experienced the age-specific fertility rates of a given year. 























Sources· Population Reference Bureau ( 1982) 1982 World Population Dara Sheer, Washington: Council of Europe General Demograrhic Review of the Demographic Situation 
and Trends in Europe. Paper presented at the European Population Conf ere nee 1982: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Demographic Statistics Quarterl,1. 
lune I 982; Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development ( 1982), uibour Force Staristics: and ESCAP. I 98 I Demographic Esrimares for Asian and 
Pacific countries in rhe ESCAf region. 
V, 
4. 
In 1976 20. 1% of all families were headed by women. By 
1981 this had risen to 24.6%. 
Families comprising couples plus, fell from 47.5% of 
all families in 1976 to 43.6% in 1981. Single person 
households increased from 19.8% to 23.1% while single 
person plus increased from 9.9% to 11.2%. Single person 
families had the largest absolute increase between 1976 
and 1981, 200,700, an overall increase of 41%. However, 
single parents with dependent children only, a subgroup 
of the single person plus group, had a higher proportional 
increase, 57%. 
Housing demand will continue to fluctuate with demographic 
change. The housing booms which accompanied the family 
formation boom of the post war baby booms have subsided, 
though divorce and family re-formation is adding to 
demand, but altering the dimensions. There is a short-
term demand for smaller dwellings. 
Future prospects can be noted in the accompanying tables. 
Migration is quite susceptible to policy influence. 
Fertility declined in the 1970s and a substantial rise 
is not anticipated. By birth order the greatest falls 
were in first and third births, the latter reflecting 
decline in family size, and the former (given the recent 
slight increase in births) reflecting deferral of births. 
NRR has been rising since 1981, but is expected to remain 
constant from 1987. There has been a substantial decline 
in the level of mortality since the late 1960s though the 
rate of decline in mortality levels is expected to slow 
down over the next few years. 
